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UNI Community Defends
Urban Mission at Legislative Hearings
Several students and faculty testified during a
state legislative hearing held on October 30, 1990 at
Alumni Hall. The hearing was conducted by state
representatives Robert Leflore and Paul Williams
and state senators Miguel del Valle and Richard
Newhaus. The testimonies overwhelmingly denounced the administration's intention of changing
Northeastern' s service area, articulated in the change
ofmission from urban to metropolitan. The hearings
came as the internal debate on urban vs. metropolitan
reaches its zenith*. Why an urban mission?
Many people have said that the cultural and
ethnic diversity of Northeastern and the high level of
student activity makes this university a true microcosm of this city and its society. Given that this is the
case, we should carefully look at the idea behind the
word "metropolitan" . President Lamb, speaking of
the metropolitan school concept, has mentioned
expanding Northeastem's service area from Chicago to the suburbs. An original service area whose
demographic make-up consisted heavily of people

of color, when expanded, would provide UNI a
service area where people of color become mere
spots in a sea of white middle and upper class
people.
Lets forget about Northeastern for a moment
and imagine how effective the metropolitan concept can beforthewhitepowerstructurein the City
of Chicago-and all other cities which have been
lost to the "minorities." (It was only twenty-five
years ago that we began to see the emergence of
Black, Mexican and Puerto Rican poIi titians in our
cities for the first time). Cities can decide and
extend their service area, just like Northeastern is
doing, and the little power blacks and hispanic
electoral politicians heve been given since the
civil rights movement, would be just as easily
taken away (some may argue it serves them right
for not doing much for their people anyway). All
in the name of the metropolis! Hey, it's the 90's!

Continued on page 11
*See testimony by Dr. Max Torres, pg. 5 of this issue
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A WORTHWHILE SATURDAY
By Martin Anderson
I am sure that many of my fellow Puerto Rican
students, who live in the West Town community
have seen people in the middle of the streets,
distributing newspapers on Saturday mornings and
afternoons. The works that are being passed ·out
bear names such as "Patria Radical" and "Libertad".
The content ofthese newspapers contain articles
on the struggle for independence from U.S. imperialism and control of Puerto Rico.
This article is an account of my experiences on
one Saturday afternoon as I distributed "Libertad",
the magazine which is written by the Puerto Rican
prisoners of war. Giving people something which
represents the points of view of somebody in prison
is an interesting experience for me. Throughout my
childhood I was taught that a person behind prison
walls is a bad, evil being. Passing out these
newspapers is a practice that helps me to see and
understand how the criminal justice system is used
to keep colonized people under control.
WelllmustadmitthatonthisparticularSaturday
morning, I really didn't feel like distributing. I
hadn't gotten much sleep and was not in the best of
moods for dealing with the public. But I looked at
the cover of"Libertad". The cover commemorated
the 40th anniversary of the attack on Blair House,
one of the residences of then President Truman, by
Oscar Collazo and Griselio Torresola. I thought to
myself if these two men could sacrifice their lives
for the struggle, then I could certainly give 4 hours
of my time. This thought suddenly pulled me back
into perspective and I got into a better state of mind.
As I distributed I received a whole range of
reactions from the people. These rebuttals span
from total refusal to the idea of independence for
Puerto Rico to absolute accordance with the struggle.
One driver stopped his car and told me, "Hey if
Puerto Rico is free don't you know that it will
become a very poor country and that without the

U.S., we will die of hunger." Then I thought to
myself about the seductive character of a capitalist
society. I see how so many people can believe the
illusion that we as Puerto Ricans enjoy the fruits of
being "connected" (I would say dominated) with
such a rich and powerful nation. But if we truly
analyze the situation we see that when we look at
statistics such as Per Capita income etc. Puerto
Rico is worse off than the poorest state in the
nation, Mississippi. But mind you not the whole
state,just the Black population of Mississippi. As
I think about those words dying of hunger, I am
right in the middle of a "barrio" that is plagued by
gang violence, poor educational system, poor
housing, and yes, malnutrition. These factors have
also risen as a result of Puerto Rico's relationship
with the U.S. Yetthemanwhomadethe statement
that "Puerto Rico will die of hunger without the
U.S." cannot see that we as well as Puerto Ricans
in Puerto Rico are already dying a slow death as
victims of genocide.
Many of the people that drive by aren't even
awareofthefactthatPuertoRicois a U.S. colony.
One Mexican young man stops his car and sees
what I am distributing. He tells me, "Hey, I
Continued on page 11
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UPRS NEWS
Minneapolis Group Hosts UPRS
The Union for Puerto Rican Students was
invited to speak at an activity organized by the
Committee for Puerto Rican Independence of
Minneapolis to discuss the current issues related
to Puerto Rico's independence and the proposed
plebiscite. The Committee presented the video
"Puerto Rico: Hidden Colony, Hidden Struggle".
Immediately following the video, Juan M. Vilar
of UPRS, spoke about the most recent developments in Puerto Rico, including the plebiscite,
the escape of machetero Filiberto Ojeda Rios,
and answered questions and concerns of those
who attended the activity.
The Committee for Puerto Rican Independence was formed earlier this year in Minneapolis. It brings together a group of Puerto Ricans,
Latinos and Northamericans who have been
active in different progressive struggles in the
Twin Cities area. They are hoping to organize
around the issue of Puerto Rico in St. Paul and
Minneapolis, where they estimate the Puerto
Rican population reaches 15 to 17 thousand
people.

UPRS Participates International
Day Festivities
The Union for Puerto Rican Students participated with many other student groups and organizations in the annual celebration of nationality
known as International Day. UPRS member Juan
M. Vilar recited Andres Jimenez's poem El
Nubarr6n. UPRS delighted those who had the
chance to try our traditional dish of pasteles and
arroz con gandules.

Puerto Rican Nationalist
Join UPRS at UNI
The 1st of November marked the 40th anniver-

sary of the Puerto Rican Nationalist attack on Blair
House. Oscar Collazo' s daughter Zoraida Collazo,
and Isabel Rosado, a member of the Nationalist
Party and ex-political prisoner honored us by speaking at UPRS' celebration of this glorious episode of
Puerto Rican history.
Oscar Collaw, the man who with Griselio
Torresola Roura attacked Blair House (temporary
residence of President Truman) in 1950, was to be
with us here at Northeastern that day. Unfortunately,
he fell ill and was hospitalized earlier that week in
Puerto Rico. Oscar Collaw, who is 76 years old,
suffered a severe stroke last year.

International Tribunal on Political
Prisoners to be held in New York
Freedom Now has convened an International
Tribunal to receive evidence concerning human
rights violations against Political Prisoners and
Prisoners of War in the US. The Tribunal will take
place December 7-10 in Hunter College, New York
City.
UPRS will be attending the Tribunal. We
strongly urge students, faculty and staff to join us.
Buses will be leaving to New York from Chicago
that weekend. Those interested please contact Juan
M. Vilar or any UPRS staff member at 583-4050
ext. 3805.

Drop off letters or comments to the Editor at E-041 (across fro1n gameromn)
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The Union for Puerto Rican Students
welcomes

Rafael Cancel Miranda
former political prisoner

Thursday,

Nov.15
12:30pm
S101
Rafael Cancel Miranda is a national hero of
Puerto Rico. In 1954, in an effort to call attention
to the fightfor Puerto Rican independence, Cancel
Miranda and three other Nationalists attacked
the U.S. Congress, firing guns and unfurling the
Puerto Rican flag.
The Nationalists were captured and sent to
prison. Each was imprisoned for 25 years (about
as long as Nelson Mandela), until international
pressure finally forced the U.S. to set them free
in 1979. Cancel Miranda was sent to all the
worse prisons in the US. He started serving time
at Alcatraz and stayed there until it closed in
1963. He also spent 8 years in Marion. Few
people have fought so long and so consistently
for the freedom of their people.
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TESTIMONY BY flR. MAXIMINO TORRES AT
THE LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS OF OCT. 30
1990 AT NORTHEASTERN IL. UNNERSITY
One year after Dr. Gordon Lamb had become
president of Northeastern Illinois University, I
was approached on a number of occasions by
white members of the faculty who already had
misgivings about the direction that Gordon Lamb
wanted to take the university towards. Their
doubt about the new president's commitment to
the university's history of serving the urban first
generation underprepared poor whites and minorities could be detected in their comments. I
distinctly recall one influential white woman
faculty say to me about two years ago: "Max, I
don't know how you feel about Lamb, but I
believe this man is a racist; I believe he not only
doesn't care about minority students, he just does
not want them in this university."
My response then to my trusted colleagues
was consistent: That the president had been in
the university only one year and that he should
be given more time to see how he would work
out with regard to such serious charges.
I must further note that a good number of
these faculties were among the most respected in
the university community, known as concerned
persons about the success of an urban student
clientele, often underprepared, that has traditionally made up our student body. Indeed there is a
large faculty number who has a genuine concern
about what happens to minorities and first generation poor whites at Northeastern.
I feel an urgency to make this point because I
do not want to leave an impression that I was
among those who first turned against the Gordon
Lamb-Barbara Hursh administration, although I
see nothing wrong with the foresight of many of

my colleagues who saw this administration as
antagonistic, disrespectful as well as bewildering
with regard to the needs of minority students.
I would like to recount some of the most
flagrant examples of the way that Lamb-Hursh
team violates the rights and ignores the needs of
these students.
Example 1. Last November 11, Hispanic
students held a demonstration during President
Lamb's presentation at the Second Annual
conference on Latinos in Higher Education,
which took place at Northeastern. On November
13, I went to meet with Dr. Lamb upon his
request The president stated to me on the
telephone when he requested the meeting that he
wanted to be sure that people understood what he
had been doing for minorities in the university.
However, as soon as I sat down the president
began to shout stating that the Hispanic students
simply wanted to embarrass him and the university. Noting to him that he was demeaning the
student's intentions, he should, above all, show
interest in knowing their concerns so he could
meet their needs. But Dr. Lamb, apparently, was
too concerned with his ego to pay attention as to
why he in the first place, had called me to his
office.
Example 2. I make reference to the Report to
Review Undergraduate Education, dated May
1989, which in my opinion, attempts to discredit
minority students, specifically. In Page 4,
· paragraph 4, the report states " ... we still see
minority students as non-persisters in everincreasing numbers." The report further states
that the university no longer can afford to address
continued on page 8

-

QUE

0NDEE

SOLA

Students Visit Puerto Rican POW
By Jeanett Santana

On Sunday, November 4, 1990, a group of
UNI students, including several UPRS members, took a trip down to Dwight, IL. to visit
Puerto RicanPrisonerofWar, Alicia Rodriguez.
Alicia Rodriguez is in prison on seditious
conspiracy charges. She has already setved 10
years in a state
prison. Yet, one
cannot tell that she
has served those
years because she
looks very strong
and confident. She
has kept her identity
and she reaffirms her
belief in the liberation of Puerto Rico.
Nydia Rivera,
UPRS member,
stated: the visit was
a good experience
because it made me
see how unjust and
racist this system is.
Alicia is currently setving a 30year sentence on the
state level, 10 years of which she has already
served. In addition to the 30-year state sentence, she must setve 55 years in a federal
prison. Is this really fair? UPRS member, Jesus
Rodriguez says "I never knew there were
political prisoners and Prisoners of War in the

II

US and I believe Alicia's sentence is unfair
and she should be released now." Marisela
Davila had plenty to say about the visit:
"My visit with Alicia was a great learning
experience. She made me understand that
life is full of struggles and that each individual person has
the right to
struggle for-what
they believe in.
Alicia knows
what she wants
and I admire the
struggle that she
has pursued even
after being incarcerated for her
beliefs. As Alicia
said at the end of
the visit, the beg inning of our
friendship,
"Compafiera
tenemos
que
luchar por
nuestra patria".
A Prisoner of
War (POW) is any person that is captured
while fighting for the independence and or
freedom of their country. According to
international law, this is not a crime; the real
crime being colonialism. (Puerto Rico is a
colony of the US since the invasion in
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1898). Under International Law, any person or group of people waging war against
a colonizer, has the right to do so .
Prisoners of War do not recognize the jurisdiction of the US government over Puerto
Rico ortheirfreedomfighters. They refuse
to be defended in
court. Political
Prisoners and
POWs are sentenced to serve
prison terms
muchlongerthan
any other person
would serve for
a similar or socalled crime.
Political Prisoners and POWs
receive inhumane treatment
and live in the
worst prison
conditions because of their firm political beliefs.
Ullyses Albarran said "it is always a
pleasure to see a freedom fighter like Alicia
Rodriguez who is a great inspiration for me
to continue to work for something just and
necessary, like the liberation of Puerto
Rico, and the liberation of all oppressed
nationalities and the world."
The visit was a great learning experience for everyone that attended. Everyone
was impacted with the existence of POWs
and Political Prisoners. I will never forget

what I felt in hearing Alicia speak. I felt truly
proud of what Alicia represents. She is the
symbol of the Puerto Rican woman and
struggle. I was very impressed with her
vitality and firmness in her beliefs. The only
other contact I've had with a POW had been
with Adolfo
Matos and he
too is facing life
imprisonment.
Thevisit
strengthened
my committment to Alicia,
Adolfo, and all
the other Politic al Prisoners
and POWs. I
plan to contribute to their release. I do believe that they
will be free and
that Puerto Rico
will be independent. Colonialism will end.
Alicia Rodriguez, everyone agreed, is a
true example, an exemplification of struggle,
a struggle that our people must partake in: a
struggle against colonialism, imperialism and
capitalism. This is just and necessary! Long
live Alicia Rodriguez! Long live all Puerto
Rican POWs and Political Prisoners! jQue
Viva Puerto Rico Libre!
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the needs of these students.
It is important to note that when challenged by
the faculty in a public assembly, the administration tried to place the onus on the faculty and staff
committee that had submitted the report to Dr.
Barbara Hursh, the provost. But as members of
the committee began to publicly disown the
inflammatory statement, the administration
retreated and said that the report, which had
already been sent to the Board of Governors,
would be withdrawn and resubmitted without the
offensive depiction of minority students. I recall
one faculty member in the assembly who referred
to the minority description as racist.
Example 3. Early this year, after repeated
requests from Hispanic students, President Lamb
consented to meet with a delegation, but reportedly was "insulting" with them, to cite the students' word. They described the president as
hostile and demeaning, and not taking their
concerns seriously.
Other instances of neglect and total disregard
for the needs of minority students have occurred.
Some salient examples are the following.
Item 1. Under the first two and a half years of
the Lamb-Hursh administration, Proyecto
Pa'Lante, the University's major Hispanic Program, was forced to function without a coordinator. Moreover, the program had to made due with
a temporary replacement for a vacant program
associate position. Worse yet, that temporary
replacement was not hired for two intermittened
trimesters during that short period of almost three
years. In other words, the program was forced to
operate at only half staffing or with only two of its
four staff positions. Only after pressure from
some academic departments did the Lamb-Hursh
team acceded to hiring a coordinator and, finally,
a permanent replacement for the vacant program
associate position.
But what were the results of such a callousness? Devastating! The students' stability suffered considerably as they were shifted from
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advisor to advisor, and then their advising time
had to be limited to only a few minutes since
there were only two advisors available. Also
program reports had to be discontinued in 1988
not only for the lack of a coordinator, but also
because the two advisors available did not have
time to write them. The new program coordinator, after one and a half years on the job, is still
grappling with the harm done to the students and
the program from the latter part of 1986 through
the beginning of 1989.
This harm was allowed to happen despite the
fact that Dr. Hursh told the special programs
staff in a meeting prior to her becoming Provost
that if she did become the Provost Special
Programs would be at the top of her priorities.
Item 2. In the early spring of 1989 I was told
that an order was issued by the president for a
new tuition payment policy to be developed and
presented to him for approval. I recall speaking
with the then Director of Admissions and
Records, as well as with the Director of Financial Aid about this issue. From what I was told,
the policy was to be the sole effort of administrators, without input from students or the faculty. I
then brought out the issue into the open with a
campus petition dated April 17, 1989, which
resulted in both students and faculty becoming
involved.
But what was finally approved by the
administration was a double-barrel hit on minority and working class white students alike. True,
the policy affects only on-line and late registration, but it is insidious and extremely penalizing
to the aforementioned clientele, who can hardly
meet its demand without hardship.
Students must pay $250 minimum on the
same day or by the Friday of the week they
register. Students who cannot pay their on-line
registration by said deadline are canceled. They
may then register during late registration. But
again they must pay $250 minimum by the
Friday of the same week they registered. Again,
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TESTIMONY BY DR. MAX TORRES ...
students who cannot pay the $250 minimum are
cancelled. But now they have no recourse to
reregister or to appeal even if they are able to find
the money one day, one week, two or three weeks
later. Only students who can prove that their
courses were canceled by error on the part of the
university may appeal for reinstatement, which
says that administrators may err but not students.
Moreover, while the administration argues for
the policy on the basis that students must make a
financial commitment for their registration, such
a demand should not be so barrelhead as to place
needy students whose financial aid is still under
consideration in such a predicament as to not
have a prayer for an appeal or a chance to be
reinstated with a less stiff minimum payment. A
more humanely balanced policy should also give
consideration to any student whose family income does not allow them to qualify for aid, yet
are still economically borderline and cannot
produce such an amount as $250 at once.
Without this rigid policy, Hispanic students
attrition rate is as high as 76% to 78%. To add
another 5% or 7% by such a rigid policy only
exacerbates the already serious attrition problem.
Some people in the university say that is the aim
of the policy and the administration.
Item 3. In the spring of the current year,
approximately sixty Latino students took advantage of a presidential sponsored lectureship
regarding the recent events in Eastern Europe.
The students wanted to demonstrate their antipathy for what they considered to be the stubborn
Lamb-Hursh insensitivity and irresponsiveness to
their grievances, on one hand, while Lamb-Hursh
pretended to show interest in Eastern Europe
destiny.
Regrettably, one Latino student went to the
podium, upon which action the administration
gave the order to have him arrested. While I do
not condone what that one student did, I must
question whether he would have been arrested
had his parents been wealthy Northwestern

suburban neighbors of Gordon Lamb.
Moreover, the student was forced to sign an
agreement not to sue the university or its personnel for allegedly twisting his arm. If he signed
the letter he would avoid being turned over to the
Chicago police. In the agreement, the administration promised to bring no further charges against
him.
But can you believe it? Several days later, the
administration did bring charges against the
student, demanding a disciplinary hearing.
Moreover, a second Latino student, who had not
approached the podium but is known as a student
leader, was also now being charged through
disciplinary hearings for allegedly inciting the
demonstration. The hearing officer dismissed the
charges on the first student on the basis that the
university had violated its agreement; the charges
of inciting a disruption on the second student
were upheld, and he was placed on disciplinary
notice not to engage in the demonstrations again.
Was it not demonstrations, among other
pressures, what finally brought changes in Eastern Europe?
Clearly, the Lamb-Hursh team wanted to
inflict fear on Latino students. Clearly, this is a
sign of totalitarianism.
Item 4. As recently as July 29, 1990 an
Assistant to President Lamb stated in a Hispanic
community meeting that "the current changes
going on at Northeastern have to do with the fact
that the administration is ashamed of our product:
the students we are graduating are unemployable." Never mind that State Senator Miguel del
Valle, and Associate Chancellor of Chicago City
Wide Colleges Dr. Ines Bocanegra Gordon, and
Northeastern's Acting Admission Director
Miriam Rivera, all Northeastern graduates, were
present in the audience. What is even more
disturbing is that one must wonder whether such
a denigrating statement would have ever been
uttered had it ever not been discussed in prior
meetings at highest level of the administration.
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TESTIMONY BY DR. MAX TORRES ...
Finally, I want to touch briefly on two other
important items that I believe threaten the stability of minority and underprepared students in the
university. In my assessment, a critical situation
has overtaken the English Language Program
The problem has been brought about by administrative authoritarianism in the transferring of that
program out of the College of Arts and Sciences
into a non-teaching area, housed with Special
Programs for minority students. The fact that the
Lamb-Hursh administration did not allow recommendations from faculty governance to play a
role in the decision underscores the seriousness of
the problem.
Who are the students who need the English
Language Program? The Latino students and the
African American students need the English
Language Program. The underprepared white
students also need the English Language Program. But the fact that this is housed with Special
Programs for minorities, heightens the danger of
the English Language Program being viewed as if
.7

m

ffi2@l

it is for minority students only. It is for this
reason that no one has yet convinced a large
sector of the university that the transferring of
such an important program from the mainstream of the curriculum into an area that also
houses Special Programs does not immediately
crate the semblance of a ghetto. Dr. Kenneth B.
Clark in Dark Ghetto states:"Segregation and
inferior education reinforce each other."
The last issue that I wish to touch on has to
do with the concept of the metropolitan university. Indeed, Gordon Lamb says that the
commitment to the urban student population
will be maintained. But the operative word
here is maintain not expand. Moreover, since
available public funding is constrained to the
limit, how does the Lamb-Hursh team propose
to budget for their invention of the metropolitan
university? We have the right to know.
Look for other testimonies in upcoming
QOS issues.
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URBAN MISSION CONT ...
Its Amerikkka! Its Democracy! If you don't like
it, too bad, right?
It's real easy for a Fascist to say "Vote up or
shut up!" It's also easy to argue that the whole
problem minorities face in terms of higher educationisnotNortheastern'sproblem. Thattheproblem
of education starts in the Chicago Public Schools.
But,itdoesn'treallystartthereeither. Theproblem
starts much deeper in the heart of an american
society that has a consistent history of exploiting
people of color (it is not just a thing of the past).
Some simplistic critics of the Urban Mission
have misinterpreted the urban mission to mean that
"ONLY Chicago students" can study at UNI. The
urban mission is a commitment, a guarantee that
our communities are not left out of higher education. In the past, UIC Circle had a much greater
commitment to Chicago's people of color. What
has happened there?
One can argue, as did the independent's editor
that UNI is a "State supported school. Taxpayers

in Carbondale support this school with their tax
dollars." The fact is that Carbondale houses the
University of Southern Illinois, whose student
recruitment efforts are not aimed at Chicago. The
people in Chicago pay taxes as well. Shouldn't
they have access to higher education? l.ets face it.
Aparently, the only institutions oflearning in this
state that have an urban mission are its prisons and ·
jails.
Whether people understand it or not, the urban
mission issue is really one of racism. Current
analysts are predicting that by the year 2020 this
country's population will no longer be predominantly white. The metropolitan university concept
is part of a broader concept which is emerging in
cities across the US. It involves changes in city
governance, and includes the idea of gentrification
orspacialdeconcentration, expanding the city limits,
becoming Metropoli and even Megalopoli, thus
ensuring white minority rule, just like in South
Africa.

A WORTHWHILE SATURDAY CONT ...

thought Puerto Rico was independent like us". I try
to explain the situation to him as quickly as I can for
the light is changing. He takes the newspaper and
gives me a donation. It made me feel good to be a
part of the process that is enlightening people about
Puerto Rico's colonial status.
Another car stops and a lady with a heavy
Puerto Rican accent tells me "I no read in Spanish".
This really saddened me because it makes me think
about the ugly, racist nature of colonialism. And
how it can make a people want to negate and deny
their own culture.
One man stops and tells me "Hey don't you
know that you 'II get arrested for selling that
Communist paper?" Which is true many of us have
been arrested and harassed by the police for distributing. This totally blows away the idea that this
is a "Free Society" and clearly demonstrates that
the police are the armed wing of the state and not the

servers and protectors of the people.
Everytime somebody gives me a donation it
gives me a little energy. But this particular.donation gave me a lot more strength. The man stopped
the car and asked me what was I distributing. When
I told him he said "Hell oh yeah! lam for that 100%,
to hell with the Yanquis". It felt really good to see
and talk to somebody who is able to see through the
myriad of lies and confusion that is life in the U.S.
I also received donations from AfrikanAmericans that realize our struggle is similar to
theirs. And that they constitute an internal colony
within U.S. borders.
All in all distribution is a very tiring and
educational experience. The communication with
the people regardless of their beliefs can be very
enhancing, and also lets me realize how necessary
it is to have this communication with the people.
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Dhoruba Bin Wahad
Former Black Panther leader, framed by the F.B.I., 19 years in prison.
Jaime Delgado & Dora Garcia
Recently released Puerto Rican
Political Prisoners
Jean Gump
Disarmament/Plowshares prisoner

PLUS ... The George Jackson Players
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 16 6 p.m.. Program ($5, free withUNI ID)

ALUMNI HALL

Sponsored by: Union for Puerto Rican Students af UNL

